Creating Keyboard Layouts

Since Sanskrit has roughly twice the number |of
characters as the English alphabet, the
conventional keyboad configuration is woefully
inadequate for accommodating Sanskrit

typography.

Custom keyboard layouts are very useful in

increasing speed and ease of typing docuse
Sanskrit. With the Microsoft Keyboard Layout
Creator you can create your own keyboard
configurations specifically for Devanagari and
Transliteration Sanskrit fonts. After beisgtug
in Windows you can also easily toggle back and
forth between keyboard configuations using
hotkeys.

The following instructions introduce the
“Free and Easy Font Viewer” and thdicrosoft
Keyboard Layout Creator” programs and show
you how to make custom keyboard layouts.
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A section at the end shows how to make th¢
setup files and install the keyboards in the
Windows XP operating system.
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Using the “Free & Easy Font Viewer” you can viewe th
whole character map of any font and copy/pasteanto
document.

First, select the font from the list of fonts tihalve been
installed on your computer.

(Fonts can be installed using the Control Paneltd-on
menu.)
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Click on the Char Map tab to view the whole chaact
map of the font.
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Start up the Microsoft keyboard layout creator.isTh
program allows you to design custome keyboard I&s,
that can be toggled with your regular keyboard.
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While you can make a keyboard layout totally from
scratch, it is often helpful to start with the centional
keyboard layout and modify it to fit your needso do
this go to the File>Load Existing Keyboard option.
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Now you can view the keybrd layout with your Sanskrit font
by going to the View>Font option and selecting fibra you
want to use.




Some keys are already assigned to correspondingathes.
The number keys, for instance, are assigned to thei
corresponding Sanskrit characters. Note the chekks for the
key combinations on the left side of the keyboardis allows
you to make many more key combinations to acconeotdhet
larger Sanskrit Alpahbet.

Note: The CTRL key combinations don’t seem to wawkrectly
due to hotkeys already programmed into the Windopesting
system. The SHIFT and ALT + CTRL key combinatioias
work fine.




To change your keyboard layout, click on the kénd yyou want
to change. When the dialogue box comes up yowapyn and
paste characters frorhe font viewer program. After you're
finished the regular keys, try programming in sarsmg the
SHIFT and ALT+CTRL combinations.




It's hard to tell what key assignments work bedtlyou try it
out. While building your keyboard layout you caseuhe
“Project>Test Keyboad Layout” option to test it.




When you’re done making your layout click on
“Project>Build DLL and Setup Package” to make tBXE
file that will install the layout in the operatirsystem.

Run the setup file.




To finish setting up your keyboard layout, go te tontrol
Panel. Look for “Regional and Language Options”

Click the “Details” button.




Your regular keyboard is already shown. Click‘thdd”
button to add your new keyboard to the availabjeuis.




Leaving your language set to the default, seleat keyboard
layout from the second drop-down menu.




After you have selected your layout click the “Ayjbutton.

You can now select key combinations to toggle betwgour
layouts by clicking the “Key Settings” button.




A new keyboard icon will appear in the lower rigfthis can
also be used to toggle between keyboard layouts.

Note: Your keyboard layout will only work with fothat you

have selected. If you find a good Sanskrit fong @ all you
need.




