
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  These tools are intended for personal study use only.  
Please be respectful of the authors of recordings and their 

copyrights.   

Converting Cassette to CD audio 
 

These will instructions will allow you to: 
 

- Convert Cassette recordings to CD format. 
- Make custom CD tracks to isolate key parts of the 

recording for repeated practice. 
 
 

Materials required: 
PC with a sound card and CD burner 

Cassette player 
Double-ended 1/8 inch audio jack 

Windows Media Player 
Audacity 

(Audacity is a free program available through Sourceforge.net.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 1:  Using a double ended 1/8 inch jack, connect the 
headphone output from your cassette player to the “Line in” input 
in your PC. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 2:  Start the Audacity program and open a new file. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 3:  Select “Line in” as the input from the drop-down menu. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 4:  Click the record button to begin recording. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 5:  Press the play button on your cassette player to begin 
recording with Audacity.  Adjust the volume control on the 
cassette player until the waveform looks roughly this size. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 6:  You can use the mouse cursor to select portions of the 
audio to edit.  The Cut and Paste functions work just like in 

Windows.  You can also delete unwanted sections by selecting 
and hiting the “delete” key. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 7:  Now we can start breaking up the whole audio recording 
into smaller files to make into individual CD Tracks.  Lets say that 

the end of the first track is here, at 2 Min 53 sec into the 
recording.  Use the cursor to mark the end of the 1st audio track 

and select “cursor to end” from the edit menu.  This will select all 
the material after the first track.  Now hit Ctrl + X or click 

Edit>Cut to cut the selection out. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 8:  Now click “Export as WAV” from the file menu.  You 
will then be prompted to name the file and save it to a folder in 
WAV format.  We want to make individual WAV files because 

Windows Media player can easily convert them to CD tracks and 
burn them onto a CD. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 9:  Select “Start to cursor” from the edit menu to select your 
whole 1st track recording.  Hit the delete key to get rid of it.  

(You’ve already saved it to a WAV file.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 10:  Now that the audio from the first track has been cut out, 
select Paste or hit Ctrl>V to paste the rest of the audio back into 

the project. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 11:  Repeat steps 7 through 10 until you have broken up your 
whole recording into individual WAV files.  If it isn’t possible to 
do this in one sitting, you can save the file as an Audacity project 

and pick up where you left off at a later time. 
 

One more important reminder:  The Edit>Undo function really 
comes in handy sometimes! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 12:  Start Windows Media Player and select the  
“Library” tab. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 13:  Select “Add folder” from the File>Add to Library menu. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 13:  Select the folder containing your WAV files  
and click OK. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 14:  Your tracks should appear as shown above in your 
Library.  (Using your own file names.) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 15:  Now you’re ready to burn your CD.  Insert a blank CD 
into your CD writer drive and click the “Burn” tab.  Click the 

“Edit Playlist” button. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 16:  Click on your tracks one at a time to add them in order to 
the Burn list. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 17:  Click the “Burn CD” button in the upper left and you’re 
good to go! 

 
(My CD Burner was disconnected from the computer when 

making this file.) 
 

Important note:  For burning the first copy of you CD a burn 
speed of 16X or less is recommended.  A fast burn speed 

sometimes creates errors in the CD.  (I’ve found that duplicating 
the first CD at higher burn speeds usually works OK.) 

 
Happy Practice! 
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